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NAVAL CONTRACT - LOGICAL CHOICE CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.09 pm]:  Members will be aware of 
the state government’s Logical Choice campaign that is aimed at winning the Navy’s $2 billion amphibious 
vessels contract for Western Australia.  The main aim of the campaign is to convince the commonwealth that the 
Australian Marine Complex at Henderson is the logical choice for the contract because of the exceptional 
infrastructure and skilled work force available.  With this in mind, it was fantastic to hear that that the biggest 
contract ever undertaken at the AMC - the $60 million conversion of a commercial tanker into a naval oiler - was 
completed last week, on budget and ahead of schedule.  The new naval vessel, HMAS Sirius, left the AMC on 
Friday for sea trials, and its home port will be at Garden Island.  It will replace the ageing HMAS Westralia. 
Tenix Defence did a great job in completing the contract, which involved the upgrade of the 37 000-tonne 
tanker’s capabilities to meet the operational needs of the Royal Australian Navy.  Its success demonstrates the 
AMC’s capacity to draw and complete large contracts for Western Australia.  It is yet another example of the 
skills and capability available in this state. 
The project was a major challenge in engineering, production and procurement, with more than 1 100 tonnes of 
steel being consolidated and major internal and external modifications completed in the 16 months since the 
contract was awarded.  However, Tenix Defence was able to deliver the ship ahead of schedule and on budget by 
using the common user facility at the AMC and supporting local industries in the complex.  The AMC was 
created to develop a world-class multipurpose fabrication, assembly and load-out facility to attract marine and 
defence contracts to Western Australia. 
Since its completion in June 2003, the common user facility has contributed more than $90 million of work to 
the local economy, generating an estimated 800 full-time positions.  We will continue to campaign to win the 
next naval contract for Western Australia, hopefully with the support of all members in this house. 
 


